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Firstly a big thank you to everyone for all your support and
encouragement in getting through the hardship that this year has
bought all of us. Without our families and community, Briarwood
would not be the fantastic school it is. We wish you all a safe and
restful break and look forward to seeing you all in the new year.
We have some exciting news to share with you. In recent weeks we
have been awarded the Rights Respecting School Bronze Award and
the Healthy Schools essentials award. We are the first special school to
achieve the new Healthy Schools Award and our submission was
strong, particularly in the areas of mental health and wellbeing. We are
now working towards the Rights Respecting Schools Silver Award, with
a focus on strengthening pupil voice, and the Healthy Schools specialist
Mental Health and Wellbeing award.
We all really enjoyed
creating our Briarwood
Christmas music video. You
can view it on SeeSaw, we
hope you enjoy!

Events Calendar
Friday 18th December – Term 2 ends.
Monday 4th January – Term 3 starts.
Week of 25th January – Parents week.
Week of 1st February – National story telling week.
Friday 12th February – Term 3 ends.
Monday 22nd February – Term 4 starts.

Term 1
Mon 1st Sept Fri 23rd Oct 2020
Term 2
Mon 2nd Nov Fri 18th Dec 2020
Term 3
Mon 4th Jan Fri 12th Feb 2021
Term 4
Mon 22nd Feb Fri 1st Apr 2021
Term 5
Mon 19th Apr Fri 28th May 2021
Term 6
Mon 7th Jun Mon 21st July 2021

Closure days
Monday 1st September 2020
Monday 2nd September 2020
Inset day 1
Monday 3rd September 2020
Inset day 2
Monday 4th September 2020
Inset day 3
Monday 2nd November 2020
Inset day 4
Tuesday 3rd November 2020
Inset day 5
4th May 2021
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This term the Pod have been
engaging in lots of fun and exciting
activities. Our topic this term was
colours, sounds and lights! We have
had lots of fun exploring and
engaging in our learning related to
this topic.
We have enjoyed the number song 5 coloured bottles
sitting on the wall. Choosing and
mixing different colours together to
create new colours.
And exploring different sounds.
All the children
have had lots of
fun and enjoyed
lots of other activities across the
curriculum. Including physical
development, exploring self in the
mirror through sensory resources,
reading and exploring books, roleplay, building friendships and playing together along
with so much more!

This term we have been busy keeping everyone safe,
doing lots of learning and having a (rather adjusted)
Christmas experience. As well as decorating the
department, we have been able to contribute to a
Whole School Christmas song which should be released
on SeeSaw soon, instead of our nativity. We also had a
drama company send us a pantomime video that we
were able to watch in our classrooms. Christmas can
also be the time to be grateful and say Thank You!
James, who is our Teacher in Squirrels, made an
assembly for us that was all
about this and featured
children saying thank you
to friends, family and staff
in their own different ways.

In Secondary we have had a very busy
term and have packed in so much! We
have had Bristol Bears every Friday – we
have been finishing each week with lots
of music and dancing and the children
have loved it!

They have been busy practicing their reading and their
maths this term and have enjoyed the
creative approach to their learning this
year. We have enjoyed seeing Oak class
recreate the Snowman
to develop their
understanding of the
stories. The pupils have even
managed to do some cookery. All the
while, the pupils are still exploring
and learning about our new
playground!

Term 2 has been busy in the Nexus with so many
wonderful events and projects going on and a range of
different topics and celebrations. We have been
spending a lot of time outside enjoying the new
playground and participating in Forest School lessons.
The pupils have also continued to enjoy extra-curricular
activities. They have taken part in weekly
BMX sessions and many pupils are nearly
independent in using a two wheeler bike
now which is fantastic! We are so proud
of their hard work and determination.
Some of the pupils in Nexus have also
enjoyed visiting Horseworld where they
have learned how to care for horses.
The pupils have become familiar with
how to groom the horses and get
them prepared for their daily walk.
In ‘My creativity’, we have been
collecting and using lots of natural
resources to complete art projects,
such as making paint brushes out of
leaves! The pupils really enjoyed this
and created some creative and interesting pieces of art
using these. In Numeracy, the pupils have continued to
work extremely hard on their knowledge and
understanding of number and using
this to solve problems involving
addition and subtraction. In Literacy,
pupils have been developing their
speaking and listening skills by using
their communication aids, PECs and
Makaton to respond to questions
and follow instructions. As part of
their learning about Functional Literacy, the pupils
have been learning about road safety. They have also
enjoyed reading The Snowman and all pupils have
created some lovely pieces of work around this topic;
from writing to collages.
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It has been a very exciting term for
Post 16. We implemented our formal
curriculum and the pupils responded
amazingly well to it. The focus remains
on Preparing for Adulthood outcomes
and functional Literacy and Numeracy.
Some of us have been learning about
COVID signs in our environment and what to do when
we see these signs.
Pupils have been working really
hard at their business enterprise
projects. This term pupils have
been learning about the
production of soap: from making
to selling it. In some other lessons
we have been practising our fine
motor skills and hand eye
coordination by making special
holiday jars. We have also be reading a sensory story
about water and its different forms. Pupils have been
learning to explore and focus on a variety objects
linked to the lessons and to use a total communication
approach to express their likes and dislikes. Pupils have
done an amazing job at learning
some new employability skills and
polishing the skills they acquired
before the lockdown. They have
been working really hard to be ready
for when the Copse Café will be
open again and have been testing
which recipes we will be making.

This week we say goodbye to Teresa Spencer our
Deputy Head. Teresa has been the Deputy at
Briarwood since 2011 and has contributed so much to
pupils, families, staff and the wider community.
Unfortunately due to the current circumstances, we
can’t give her a proper Briarwood goodbye, but I know
you will all join me in wishing her well in her
retirement. Hopefully we will be able to invite Teresa
back soon to celebrate her career and time at
Briarwood properly.

Once we have broken up after Christmas, we are asking
parents and carers to inform us if there child or young
person develops symptoms of Covid-19 or receives a
positive test result during the first 6 days of the
holidays. You should do this by calling the primary site
on 0117 353 2651 and leave a message on the answer

phone. Please ensure you leave the following
information;
- Child’s full name
- Date of onset of symptoms
- Whether they have had a test or date of test
booked
- Result of test
This information will allow us to identify anyone who
may have come into close contact, enabling them to
take appropriate actions.

We use the App 'SeeSaw' to share pupils work, send
communications and keep in touch. Every pupil has
their own account and this is accessible by parents and
carers so that you can see what we have been up to!
Many parents have already signed up, but if you have
not yet managed, please send a note to the class
teacher to request the log on information for your
child.

A reminder that school uniform can be purchased from
the schools provider 'Initially yours' and is available
online at
http://www.initiallyyours.co.uk/schools/briarwood_sch
ool/school_uniform.htm

Please help support Briarwood by shopping online. Use
easyfundraising to shop with over 3,300 retailers
including Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS,
Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S.
Every time you shop, you’ll raise a free donation for
Briarwood every time, it’s that easy! Find out more:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/briarwood
specialschool/

We would love you to follow us and keep updated by
liking our facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/Briarwoodschoolbristol/

